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INTRODUCTION 






Wo aro living in a great epoch— an epoch that began 
with the Great October Socialist Revolution in Russia 
and has as its main content the transition from capital- 
ism to socialism. Although imperialism still remains 
a serious and dangerous enemy of the peoples, it no 
longer holds undivided sway over the world. The high 
road of mankind’s progressive social development is 
being built by the great forces of world socialism, the 
international working-class and the national liberation 
movement. Imperialism is being subjected to increasing 
pressure from forces that have emerged in the process of 
the national liberation struggle, above all from the 
young sovereign states of Asia and Africa. 

About eighty independent countries have emerged on 
the ruins of imperialism’s colonial system. The first 
phase of the national liberation revolution is essentially 
completed. Most of the colonial peoples have won polit- 
ical independence. The young states now face new and 
complicated tasks, chief among which is to free themselves 
from economic dependence and abolish age-old back- 
wardness. These peoples want to be the masters of all 
the riches and resources of their own countries and to 
attain a high level of material and cultural development, 
’using for this purpose nil the achievements of modern 
science and technology. 

\ 



10 NON-CAPITALIST DEVELOPMENT 

Which road of social development any one of these 
countries has embarked on was determined by the balance 
of class forces within the country and the degree of 
its economic dependence on imperialism. Some coun- 
tries have taken the road of capitalist development, 
others have set out on the non-capitalist road. In a 
number of countries the question still remains unde- 
cided. 

However, typical of the present situation in all Afro- 
Asian countries is that tho national liberation struggle 
is developing more or less intensively into a fight against 
exploitative relations, both feudal and capitalist. More 
than one-fifth of the newly independent countries of 
Africa havo already embarked on a non-capitalist road 
of development, while social forces advocating non- 
capitalist development are also rapidly maturing within 
the social structures of other developing countries. 
The national liberation revolution is taking an increas- 
ingly pronounced anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist 
direction. 

The 1969 International Meeting of Communist and 
Workers’ Parties pointed to the fact that in many Asian 
and African countries “the national liberation movement 
has entered a new phase”, and stressed in its final docu- 
ment that “some young states have taken the non-capi- 
talist path, a path which opens up the possibility of 
overcoming the backwardness inherited from the colo- 
nial past and creates conditions for transition to social- 
ist development. In these countries the socialist orien- 
tation is making headway, overcoming great difficulties 
and trials.” 1 

In recent years, tho socialist orientation has been 
growing more and more distinct and acquiring new con- 
tent. 

The national-democratic revolution in the countries of 
Asia and Africa is characterised by much that is new, 
unique, and sometimes contradictory; its development 



1 International Meeting of Communist and Workers 1 Parties, 
Moscow 1909, Prague, 1069, p. 28. 
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by no means follows a straight line. But despite the fact 
that many features of non-capitalist development have 
not yet become distinct, despite the fact that, due to 
a number of factors, this development is sometimes inter- 
rupted or retarded, on the whole it is proceeding along 
an ascending line. The non-capitalist road of develop- 
ment stands before the revolutionary forces of the Third 
World as a concrete historical reality. This phenomenon 
is becoming increasingly important in the world revolu- 
tionary process and therefore calls for deep and thorough- 
going analysis. Of substantial help in accomplishing 
this task is the rich experience of the Soviet republics 
of Central Asia and Kazakhstan and the Mongolian 
People’s Republic, all of whom have traversed the road 
of non-capitalist development. Some experience in non- 
capitalist development has also been accumulated by 
the Arab Republic of Egypt, Algeria, Syria, Burma, 
Guinea and other countries with a socialist orientation. 
A review of this concrete experience makes it possible to 
rovoal the general regularities and specific features of 
non-capitalist development and to show its advantages 
over capitalist development. 

What internal and external conditions are necessary 
for non-capitalist development? On what common prin- 
ciples is the alliance of Communist and revolutionary- 
democratic parties consolidated? IIow is new government 
machinery created in the countries of non-capitalist 
development? Answers to these and many other questions 
are being sought by revolutionary domocrats in ‘Asia 
and Africa, leaders of national-democratic parties, and 
all fighters for freedom, genuine independence and pro- 
gress. 

Drawing on studies made by Soviet and foreign schol- 
ars and analysing the experience in non-capitalist devel- 
opment accumulated by a number of peoples of the 
USSR and other countries, the authors of this book de- 
scribe the factors that make it possible for non-capitalist 
development to ensure the victory of socialist revolution. 
The book investigates ways and means of overcoming 
contradictions and difficulties that emerge in the process 
of non-capitalist development. 

\ 
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Much attention is given to the current ideological 
struggle around the question of paths of social develop- 
ment in newly independent countries and to exposing 
neo-colonialist conceptions of this development. The 
book also lays bare the anti-Marxist essence of Maoism 
and the danger it poses to the cause of socialism in Asia 
and Africa. 

The authors will be sincerely grateful for any com- 
ments on the book from the reader. 




CHAPTER 1 



THE MAUXIST-LENINIST CONCEPTION 
OF NON-CAPITALIST DEVELOPMENT. 

THE THEORETICAL STATEMENT OF THE QUESTION 



Marxism-Leninism emerged as a scientific world out- 
look more than a century ago. Since then it has won the 
hearts and minds of millions of working people all over 
the world; it has not only shown them the road of struggle 
for liberation from imperialist and colonial oppression, 
but has led them to victory and power in many countries 
and to the formation of socialist countries in Europe, 
Asia and Latin America. The ideas of Marxism-Leninism 
arm the progressive forces of the developing and colonial 
countries with the conception of the non-capitalist road 
of development. 

Bourgeois scholars and organs of bourgeois propaganda, 
in their effort to hold back the development of the lib- 
erated and colonial countries and to keep many countries 
of the Third World dependent upon the monopoly capi- 
tal of the imperialist states, try to show that Marxist- 
Leninist theory is not applicable to the conditions 
prevailing in the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin Ame- 
rica. However, the ideas of Marxism-Leninism are becom- 
ing more and more widespread on those continents, and 
with every passing year they score fresh victories. Even 
bourgeois theorists— at least those for whom an objective 
approach to an evaluation of historical processes is not 
entirely alien— have to admit this fact. Jules Girardi, 
for instance, a well-known philosopher in the West, admits 
that Marx’s ideas aro more and more strongly attracting 
“the masses and the intellectuals, the poor and the rich, 
peoples with ancient cultures and young peoples. Tt 
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[Marxism. Ed.] has its dedicated, ardent and noble 
militants, its heroes and its martyrs .” 1 

Ihe conception of non-capitalist development— an 
integral part of Marxism-Leninism — is winning the minds 
oi people in the liberated countries of the Third World, 
n a number of these countries it is already being imple- 
mented, finding practical expression in profound socio- 
economic changes of an anti-capitalist character. The 
practical results of these changes provide conclusive 
evidence that the attempts of bourgeois scholars and 
propagandists to distort and falsify the essence of the 
Marxist-Loninist conception of non-capitalist develop- 
ment run counter to the interests of the peoples of the 
newly independent countries. 






THE FABRICATIONS OF THE IMPERIALISTS AND 
THE UNSCIENTIFIC VIEWS OF TIIE OPPORTUNISTS 

The enemies of the non-capitalist road of development 
from the countries of the imperialist camp try to persuade 
the peoples of the Third World that this way is unsuit- 
able for the countries of Asia and Africa. Professor George 
Berg of the University of Michigan writes that for a num- 
ber of reasons thore is little likelihood of success “along 
the road of socialist modernisation, since the main demands 
of a policy of socialist construction are not in keeping 
with present-day African conditions. Among such reasons, 
Berg lists the difficult climatic conditions in Africa, 
the ossified structure of the African community, and 
the lack of skilled workers. 

Berg s arguments do not stand up under criticism, 
since all the causes (lack of skilled personnel, the indiffer- 
ence of the African community, etc.) of retarded econom- 
ic development can be eliminated in the process of socio- 
economic transformations. 

What recommendations do Berg and other ideologists 
of imperialism have for the newly independent countries? 
In what direction are they trying to point them? Their 
approach is to distort and falsify the Marxist-Leninist 



1 Jules Girardi, Marxisme et christianisme, Desclee, 1968, p. 19. 
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theory of socialist revolution, hoping thereby to evoke 
in the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America distrust 
in the historical experience of non-capitalist development 
of the Soviet Central Asian republics and the whole 
experience of socialist construction in the Soviet Union, 
i.e., to implant a negative attitude towards socialism. 
Slanderous fabrications regarding the living conditions 
of the Soviet peoples of Central Asia are found in such 
books as The Soviet Middle East. A Communist Model for 
Development , by British “experts” on Central Asia Alec 
Nove and J. A. Newth; Beyond the Urals. Economic Devel- 
opment in Soviet, Asia, by Violet Conolly, a former 
“Russian specialist” in the Foreign Office; The Soviet 
Model and Underdeveloped Countries, by Charles K. Wil- 
ber, an American writer . 1 

These and other books of this kind try to belittle the 
great achievements of the peoples of Soviet Central Asia 
and distort reality. 

In their all-out effort to oppose the Soviet Union to 
the Third World and to change the socio-political orien- 
tation of the newly independent countries, to steer them 
onto the road of capitalist development, the authors of 
such hooks aro even prepared to go as far as to mislead 
these countries. West German Africanist Franz Anspron- 
ger, for instance, states that “The Soviet Union... is 
already so industrialised in the eyes of the African that 
it cannot be regarded as an interesting model in its pres- 
ent form ...”. 2 American sociologist William McCord 
argues in the same vein when he says that the “Russian 
model 1 ' should be rejected for economic reasons, because 
“emerging nations today cannot afford to waste their 
more meager resources in the grandiose fashion which 
Russia did ”. 3 



A. Nove and J. A. Newth, The Soviet Middle East. A Com - 
munist Model lor Development, London, 1966; V. Conolly, Beyond 
the Urals. Economic Development in Soviet Asia, London, 1967; 
n. K. Wilber, The Soviet Model and U nder developed Countries, 
University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 1969. 

The Soviet Bloc, China and Africa, edited by S. Hamrell 
and C. Widstrand, Uppsala, 1964, p. 92. 

William McCord, The Springtime of Freedom. Evolution 
developing Societies, Now York, 1965, p. 58. 
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Wishing to detract from the greatness of the ideas of 
scientific socialism, the bourgeois theorists maintain that 
many of these ideas have already been implemented in 
the capitalist countries, that modern capitalism has become 
something other than it was in the 19th century and 
oven different from what it was prior to the Second World 
War, that it is now a social system in which social con- 
tradictions and class struggle have disappeared. More- 
over, sorno ideologists of imperialism— American sociol- 
ogists Zbigniew Brzezinski, Samuel Huntington and 
others— state that socialism is acquiring capitalist fea- 
tures, that in the age of the scientific and technological 
revolution it is becoming “more and more similar” to 
modern capitalism. The meaning of such assertions is 
clear: there is no need for the revolutionary forces of today 
to struggle for socialism, because capitalism has changed 
its nature and has begun to resemble socialism and social- 
ism is acquiring capitalist features, lienee, bourgeois 
ideologists and politicians strenuously advise the lib- 
erated countries to choose a “third way” of social devel- 
opment, one that supposedly lies somewhere in between 
capitalism and socialism. Former U.S. Deputy Secre- 
tary of State for Cultural Affairs T. E. Slater, for example, 
made a direct appeal to the newly independent countries 
to follow a “third road”. 1 

The fact is, howover, that the call to follow a “third 
road” is nothing other than a call to give unlimited free- 

I — dom to privato enterprise in the newly independent states, 

to allow imperialist monopolies to operate unim- 
peded and to let foreign and local capital strengthen 
their positions there. One argument that George Berg 
gives in support of his contention that the “third road” 
has advantages over the non-capitalist way is that a social- 
ist economy, in which the state plays the leading role, 
is much more complicated than the market system. Social- 
ism’s centralised control of the economy requires many 
moro trained people than the decentralised market system. 

1 Education and Training in the Developing Countries. The 
Role oj U.S. Foreign Aid, edited by William Y. Elliott, New 
York, 1966, p. 369. 
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In places where private African entrepreneurs have dis- 
played an ability for efficient action, the establishment 
of firm state control would entail huge expenditures of 
skilled personnel and it is unlikely even then that govern- 
ment functionaries would be able to carry out the work 
as successfully as the private entrepreneurs. 

In this way, Berg advertises the capitalist order of 
things private property, in which the dog-eat-dog prin- 
ciple operates. For it is precisely this principle that char- 
acterises the capitalist world, where the big monopolies 
create unbearable conditions for the working people, 
where they use unemployment to force workers to accept 
the vilesL of working conditions and low-paying jobs; 
where the state and police apparatus is used against the 
working poople; where big capital dictates the govern- 
ment’s foreign and domestic policy; wdiero the assassina- 
tion of statesmen who happen to disagree with something 
m these policies has become a common occurrence; where 
the monopolies swallow up and strangle even their own 
weaker partners in competition; where corruption, crime 
and espionage of all kinds have attained monstrous pro- 
portions. 

Violent attacks against the Marxist-Leninist concep- 
tion of non-capitalist development come from other sources 
besides the obvious ideologists of imperialism. They 
come also from Peking, from the champions of Maoist 
great-pow'er chauvinism, who see in the realisation of 
this conception a threat to their owm hegemonic plans 
for establishing ideological and political dominance in 
the newly independent countries of the Third World. One 
of their tactics is to distort the meaning and significance 
of Lenin’s ideas of non-capitalist development. In fact, 
Chen Po-ta, a leader of the group conducting the affairs 
of the cultural revolution”, even declared that Lenin 
was in no position at all to talk about the non-capitalist 
way of development because Russia w^as a capitalist 
country, and that only Mao Tse-tung could point to the 
path along which all backward countries should go. In 
October 1967, Jen-min jih-pao , central organ of the 
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, 
directed its attack against the Mongolian People’s Repub- 
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lie and its experience along the non-capitalist road an 
experience which has shown the possibility o) advancing 
successfully towards socialism without going through the 
capitalist stage of development. 

The Maoists attack the Marxist-Leninist conception 
of non-capitalist development because it stands opposed 
to the Maoist line that the transition to socialism must 
of necessity be reduced to armed struggle and armed 
struggle alone. The “Left” opportunists ignore the con- 
crete historical situation; they shut their eyes to the 
changes that are taking place in the world and distort 
reality to fit their own formulas and schemes. 

But a dogmatic approach to theory is characteristic 
not only of the “Left” opportunists. Anyone who loses 
touch with reality, anyone who, in learning various 
Marxist formulas, fails to grasp the very essence ol 
Marxist-Leninist teaching, will inevitably commit seri- 
ous errors and ultimately distort this teaching. 11ns is 
what happened with Yugoslav writer M. Miljanovic. 
In an article entitled “The Classics of Marxism and the 
So-Called Non-Capitalist ltoad of Development”, Milja- 
novic tries to show by means of separate quotations that 
Marx and Engels saw only one possibility for the tran- 
sition of all peoples to socialism, and that was through 

capitalist development. , _ . 

We have pointed out in this part of the first chapter 
some of the directions taken by those who oppose the 
Marxist-Leninist conception of non-capitalist develop- 
ment, a conception that is becoming the banner ox the 
progressive forces of the newly independent countries in 
the period of transition from capitalism to socialism. 
These forces must know their enemies well and be able 
to recognise their ideological baggage and weapons. They 
want to achieve a profound understanding of the essence 
of the Marxist-Leninist conception of non-capitalist devel- 
opment in order to use it as an ideological weapon in 
their struggle. And it goes without saying that it is 
very important for them to have a clear and accurate 
understanding of how Marx and Engels approached the 
problem of non-capitalist development. 
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the founders of marxism 

ON THE NON-CAPITALIST WAY 



Miljanovic and certain other critics of the non-capital- 
ist way of development generally cite an objective law 
of the historical process discovered by Marx— the law of 
succession of socio-economic formations— to substantiate 
their arguments. According to this law, mankind passes 
in its development through definite historical stages and 
cannot skip over any phase of development. 

But in citing this Marxist law, the enemies of the 
non-capitalist way, wittingly or unwittingly, ignore one 
very important circumstance, namely, that Marx related 
it to human society as a whole, to a society in which 
capitalism was in the ascent. As concerns each individual 
people, each individual country, Marx felt that it does 
not necessarily have to go through all of the socio-econom- 
ic formations known to man. in a letter to the editors 
of the Russian magazine, Otechestvenniye zapiski, Marx 
came out against attempts by one of the critics of Marxism 
to “metamorphose my [Marx’s.— Ed.] historical sketch 
of the genesis of capitalism, in Western Europe into an 
historico-philosophic theory of the general path every 
people is fated to tread , whatever the historical circumstances 
in which it finds itself, in order that it may ultimately 
arrive at the form of economy which ensures, together 
with the greatest expansion of the productive powers of 
social labour, the most complete development of man”. 1 
(Emphasis added. — IAN. and V.B.) Marx was well 
aware of the fact that the Slavic, North European peo- 
ples and the nomadic peoples of Asia and Africa, for 
example, had passed from the communal-tribal system 
to feudalism, by-passing the slave-owning formation. 

Thus, from very early times history has repeatedly 
provided concrete examples showing that one or another 
people could by-pass one or another socio-economic for- 
mation in its development. However, only on one con- 
dition: it was necessary that the formation which was to 



1 Marx and Engels, Selected Correspondence, Moscow, 1965, 
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